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Tokyo Big Site

WoodDesign award winning exhibition

7~9.Dec.2017
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Talk event “Artisan Kurumaza Talk”
23.Nov.2017

A £JL7AEE Daibiru main building
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Modern Crafts Fair 2017
“CHINYUI SODATEGUSA”"

20-21 May 2017
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“UTSUWA P.J. X ENKATSU"Abeno Harukas
28+29.Jan.2017
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“Proposal for living with tatami”
Hirakata T-SITE

27.Dec.2016~ 9.Jan.2017
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Echizen handmade fusuma paper
in SHITENNOJI

8~9.Jul.2016
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Hyatt-regency-Kyoto
16~20.May.2016
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Atelier Hiro
4~13.Dec.2015
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Architect

UTSUWA 1.0

Born in Japan 2015
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Hideyuki Maeda
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The UTSUWA project was launched in 2015 with six
members.

Craftsmen and designers who utilise materials and
carefully handcraft their work gathered together to
create a prototype of an assembled Japanese-style
room. We named this 'vessel'. This 'vessel for people'
is a place where people and people, and people and
space, meet.

As a tool for expressing authentic materials and the
handiwork that makes use of them, we presented this
three-mat Japanese-style room in various places and
organised various collaborative events. UTSUWA is
lightly variable in accordance with the "things" that
take place in the Japanese-style room.

The Japanese-style room space can be arranged in an
infinite number of ways depending on how it is used.
It is easy to assemble and repair, and can be relocated

and used again and again. The UTSUWA project was
initiated to show that Japan's accumulated skills and
handicrafts can make this possible, and that there are
still craftsmen nearby who can make them.
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UTSUWA 2.0

Formed in Germany 2020

In 2020, UTSUWA Project Berlin was launched in
Germany.

It brought together multinational members from
Berlin who have deep sympathies for Japanese
culture and are involved in handicraft and design.

We met through an online appeal at a time when the
Corona disaster was shaking the world. It was a fateful
encounter.

Through the creation of the small UTSUWA space, we
asked ourselves: what should we leave behind, and
what can we do for the future? We considered the
smallest space possible. It was a miracle that we were
able to create a prototype of a new Japanese-style
room in Germany under limited circumstances and
with limited funding, despite frequent lockdowns.

In December, UTSUWA 2.0 was born, six months after
its formation. This was the moment when the
thoughts of the members, which transcended
nationality and culture, took shape. It was also the
moment when we became convinced that Japanese
technology, design and the spirit of craftsmanship
have the power to capture and connect the hearts of
people from many different cultures.
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UTSUWA 3.0

2022: Japan-Germany co-creation

The UTSUWA Project Executive Committee was
established in 2021 by connecting the vessel teams
set up in Japan and Germany respectively.

In addition to craftsmen and designers, more than 30
members, including material manufacturers,
photographers and specialists, have gathered.

With the support of the Osaka Regional Development
and Research Foundation, the UTSUWA project
secretariat was set up and the circle of activities has
expanded.

In 2021, the project participated in the 160th
anniversary of German-Japanese relations and
organised the 'Japan-Germany UTSUWA Forum'. A
hybrid of real venue and online was used for a lecture
by Dr Mitsuo Takada and an exchange of opinions
between Japanese and German members.

In 2022, craftsmen and designers from Japan and
Germany co-created and announced the develop-
ment of UTSUWA 3.0. With funding from the World
Exposition Commemorative Fund and crowdfunding,
the newly designed assembled Japanese-style room
was presented at three venues, including the
Japanese-German Centre Berlin, together with a
participatory workshop, and was well received.

The interest of visitors and workshop participants was
greater than we had imagined, and we once again felt
the significance of communicating the high level of
Japanese technology abroad. We also experienced
that through a single manufacturing process,
connections are made that transcend language and
culture, giving rise to new creations and discoveries.
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